Process Evangelism Passages

Luke 5:1-11 The Calling of the First Disciples

Premise: Disciples obeyed even when they didn't understand - makes no sense to put out nets again but they did and got hooked up with largest catch ever

Questions to ask/points to make:
1. What do you think Peter (a fisherman) is thinking when he hears the advice from Jesus (a carpenter) in v. 4?
2. What was the reason Peter ultimately obeyed? (v. 5) What does this show about Peter and Jesus’ relationship?
3. What are areas in your life where it doesn’t make sense to obey what God says to do?

Tags: fear of obedience; obeying when it doesn't make sense

Matt 4:18-22 The Calling of the First Disciples

Premise: Disciples "immediately left their boat and their father and followed him", they gave up their security (boat/fishing) and their family in order to follow Christ. What was the reward? They spent 3 years up close with Christ on the ride of their lives!

Questions to ask/points to make:

1. What did James and John leave in verse 22? (boat and their dad)
2. What did those things represent? (boat = livelihood/security; dad = family)
3. What was the reward of surrendering their life to Christ? (spent 3 years with God Himself!!)

Tags: fear; surrender; fear of following Christ; going all in; giving in; 

Matt 8:1-3 The Man with Leprosy 
Premise: the man was convinced Jesus could make him clean, God can make us clean (free from sin)


Questions to ask/points to make:
1. Jesus proves He can make someone clean physically. His primary purpose, though, was to make us clean spiritually.
2. How are we to come to Jesus? (humbly - admitting we can’t do it on our own)

Tags: clean; come to Jesus; humility

Matt 8:5-13 The Faith of the Centurion

Premise: Power of faith - he knew what Jesus was capable of.

Questions to ask/points to make:
1. How was the centurion convinced Jesus could save his servant (v. 8) 
2. What kind of attitude did the centurion have?
3. What did Jesus say about the centurion’s faith (v. 10)? 4. What would it take for you to have faith like this?

Tags: faith; belief

Matt 8:14-17 Jesus Heals Many

Premise: Jesus healed Peters mother in law and drove out spirits with a word. Shows the power of God's Word to speak and heal

Questions to ask/points to make:
1. How do we see Jesus’ power at work in this story? 
2. How did he heal the demon-possessed people? 
3. What does that tell us about the power of God’s Words/God’s Word?

Tags: heal; healing; God’s Word; God’s words

Matthew 8:28-34 - The Healing of Two Demon-Possessed Men
Premise: Jesus causes change, some people are drawn to it and some are fearful of it. 2 demon-possessed men acknowledged Jesus’ power and what He was capable of doing. Despite positive change, people still feared him and asked him to leave their region.

Questions to ask/points to make:
1. What’s going on in the story? How did the 2 demon-possessed men respond to Jesus? What did even the demons acknowledge about him (He was God)?
2. How do you think what happened beneficial to the men who had the demons inside them? 
3. How did the “whole town” respond to what Jesus did? 
4. How are you fearful of the change Jesus could make in your life, even if it is clearly positive?

Matt 9:2, 9:22, 9:29 Faith Brings Healing

Premise - Faith is a precursor for healing. Faith brought about physical and spiritual healing. For us, faith is the undeniable requirement for the forgiveness of sins. Faith brings spiritual healing

Questions to ask/points to make:
1. What was required for healing from these verses?
2. How does this relate to salvation today?

Matthew 11:28-30 Rest for the Weary

Premise: Jesus tells everyone to come to Him to find rest. We run to all other things to give us rest, to bring us peace, to give us satisfaction. Jesus tells us to go to him because his yoke is easy and his burden is light. 

Questions to ask/points to make:
1. What does it mean to be weary and burdened?
2. What is a yoke? (You may have to look it up in a dictionary). Why would us being “yoked” with Jesus be a beneficial thing?
3. How do you think Jesus could provide rest for your soul?

Tags: Rest, burden, yoke, weary, peace, light, come to me, satisfy, satisfied

Matthew 13:1-9 The Parable of the Sower 

Premise: There are 4 different results of the Gospel message taking root in someone's life. 3 out of 4 fade away. But the one who is good soil remains. Becoming the good soil means we respond properly to the Gospel and let it take root. 
Questions to ask/points to make:
1. How many types of soil are there? What are they?
2. For the seed that fell on rocky places, what does it mean for someone to have shallow soil?
3. What would it look like for you to have the worries of this life choke you out?
4. How can you become the good soil?

Tags: becoming the right person, soil, good soil, right response

Matthew 14:22-36 – Peter Getting Out of the Boat

Premise: With following Christ there is great risk, but also great reward. The reward is worth the risk. “If you want to walk on water, you have to get out of the boat!”

Questions to ask/points to make:
1. What kind of risk did Peter take to “come down out of the boat?” Explain: The word “come” meant that Peter had to take a GREAT risk. Probably never had swimming lessons, we are in a heavy storm, fully clothes in soaking wet garnets. There are only two possible outcomes here, he drowns OR he walks on water. 
2. All of Peter’s friends are watching their best friend make a risky decision. Peter had to weigh what his friends would think. How have you weighed what your friends think as you contemplate following Christ?
3. What does verse 29 say? Peter takes the risk and GETS TO WALK ON WATER
4. Do you think Peter would take the risk again knowing what he knows now?
5. Points out that if you want a satisfied like God offers, you have to take a risk and follow Jesus.

Matthew 18: 10-14 - Parable of the Lost Sheep

Premise: God cares about people who are far away from Him. God cares about lost people.
	
Questions to ask/points to make:
1. What does this story show us about God’s concern for people who are far away from Him?
2. What was the shepherd willing to do to find the lost sheep? (leave the 99)
3. What has God been willing to do to bring lost people back to him? (kill his Son)

Matthew 19:16-22 - The Rich Young Ruler

Premise: Jesus shows the rich young ruler that the accomplishments he had pursued won’t save him. No person is perfect, all need to humble themselves and submit to Christ.

Set the Stage
The guy is described in the Bible as the rich young ruler. Based on those 3 words (rich, young, and ruler), what do you think you have in common with this guy?

Rich: Only 3% of the world’s population can go to college. 
Young: The average life expectancy is 78. You’re 18? 19? So you’re definitely young.
Ruler: We don’t know exactly what this guy was a ruler of, but we can safely assume he was really well connected. When you graduate, you’re going to be really well connected.
Questions to ask/points to make:
1. This rich, young, ruler comes up to Jesus. What question does he ask him? (What good thing must I do to get eternal life)
2. What does Jesus tell him? (Obey the commandments)
3. How does the man respond? (I’ve kept all these)
4. Do you think the rich young ruler really kept ALL of these commandments? (He might have been able for a few - murder, adultery, stealing; but there’s no way he could have never lied, always honored his parents, and always loved others as himself)
5. Jesus gives him the benefit of the doubt. What does he tell him next? (Go sell you possessions and give it to the poor)
6. Do you think Jesus was being literal? Does he really mean that if someone sells everything they have they will have eternal life? (He wants to point out the thing that prevented the rich young ruler from following Jesus.)
7. What do you think the point Jesus is trying to get across? (Jesus desires to be our first priority - above everything else).
8. Going back to the first question the rich young ruler asked, let’s say someone walked up to us right now and asked you the same question (What good thing must I do to get eternal life), how would you answer them? 
9. What do you think is preventing you from following Jesus?

Luke 15:11-32 - The Prodigal Son

1. Read the story. (Luke 15:11-32)
2. OBS: How does Jesus start off the story? (The younger son asks for inheritance)
1. INT: When do you usually receive an inheritance?
2. INT: What do you think it then meant to the father when the younger son asked for his inheritance? (He wanted him dead. Make sure they see this)
3. ILLUS: How do you think you would respond if your son came to you and asked this?
4. How did the father respond?
3. OBS: When the young man got his inheritance, what does the passage say he did?
1. INT: What do you think some of the wild living might have looked like?
4. OBS: Once his money ran out, what did he do? (Went to tend to pigs)
5. OBS: In verse 17, what did he realize when he came to his senses? (That his father’s house was far better than where he currently was)
1. INT: How do you think the son felt as he was walking home to meet his father? (Nervous on how his father would receive him, ashamed, etc) – Have you ever felt fearful to approach God about something?
6. OBS: What was the father’s reaction to seeing the son? (Ran to meet and embrace him)
1. INT: After the son asked for forgiveness, what did he have to do to get fully right with his father? (Nothing)  Why not? – Because the Father loved him and accepted him.
2. ILLUS: Can you give an example of when you have experienced this kind of forgiveness in your life?
7. OBS: What did it take for the son to be forgiven? (v. 20)
1. Explain that the Bible calls this repentance. The son stood up and turned away from his current lifestyle and chose to return to the father.
8. Application: Where do you think you are in the story? (still at home, partying, in the pit with the pigs, on the way back?) What would it take for you to “come to your senses”, get up and return to the father?”
9. What will God’s response be to you if you do?
10. Are you ready to come back to the Father?

John 2:1-11 Jesus Changes Water into Wine

Premise: Jesus makes everything better. He made this wedding better and He will make your life better. He turns the ordinary into the extraordinary.

Questions to ask/points to make:
1. Why would it be a big deal to run out of wine? (In those days, the groom would have had to prove he was worthy to take care of his new bride. It would have been a huge embarrassment for him to run out of win)
2. How does Jesus save the groom from public embarrassment/shame?
3. How did Jesus make the situation better?
4. How could Jesus make your life better?

John 10:10 Jesus Came to Give a Full Life

Premise: Jesus doesn’t offer a second rate life – he promises a full life. 

Questions to ask/points to make:
1. Who gave you the capacity to experience joy and pleasure? (God did)
2. If God created the ability to experience joy and pleasure, who would best know how to go about getting it?
3. What kind of life does Jesus offer?
4. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]How have you been trying to experience fulfillment in life so far? How does this verse say you can find true fulfillment?
